FRENZA, ALEXANDER
This is an 80-year-old gentleman with history of malignant neoplasm of transverse colon. The patient has been admitted to hospice with diagnosis of endstage colon cancer with less than six months to live. The patient is no longer a candidate for chemotherapy or radiation. The patient is married. He lives with the wife who is his primary caregiver. The patient requires pain medication on regular basis which causes confusion as well as decreased response level due to medication. The patient has lost tremendous amount of weight. He is anemic. He suffers from protein-calorie malnutrition and expected to do poorly on hospice with life expectancy less than six months. The patient’s other morbidities besides stage IV colon cancer include extensive metastatic disease involving the lymph nodes, mediastinum, hilar, retroperitoneal, lungs, liver, iron-deficiency anemia with a vitamin D deficiency. The patient’s diagnosis and findings were confirmed by a recent PET scan. The patient is no longer able to tolerate any chemo or radiation and has been placed on hospice as I mentioned. Last hemoglobin and hematocrit 6.8 and 20.1. Last total protein 4.6. Last albumin is 3.1. The patient and family agreeable with hospice and they realized the patient has less than six months to live, hence he is hospice appropriate.
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